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Path Toward Peace - Step     One      
Inducing the Will to Act

High-minded ideals are powerless to change 
the world unless we act on them. Seems 
simple enough yet it’s apparent that a 
sufficient amount of action has yet to occur
—wars, terror, oppression, hate are still the 
gruesome menu of “modern” culture.

Even taking no action toward a more 
peaceful world is taking action. We can’t 
avoid action if we want to stay alive.

From OneWorld.Net: Development Aid 
Declining Worldwide

From the Center for Global 
Development:   Poverty afflicts more than half   
the world’s people

From the Utne Reader:   In Praise of Economic   
Pain

But, what do we choose to act on? Here’s the place most people get it wrong if 
they really want peace. Too many folk feel that talking it up with friends and neighbors is 
helping. But, if that talking never leads to concrete action, it was a total waste. Too severe a 
judgement? What if the talking is to “raise people’s consciousness” about what needs to be 
done? Still, if it doesn’t lead to concrete action, it’s been a waste of time.Preparing ourselves 
to take action for peace, even if we see most of the world huddling under the tent of 
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inaction, is the first step toward helping our world attain lasting peace.

Our actions can be extremely local—peace in our family, peace in the neighborhood, peace in 
the village, town, or city.

Our actions can be extremely global—serving on international committees of action or Non-
Governmental Organizations, traveling to take the message of acting for peace to other lands, 
serving others in local environments far from our home.

Strongly motivated action comes from high ideals blended with intense emotion—what some 
would call spiritual motivation.

Bottom-line, no one acts for peace if their life is completely focused only on themselves…

The next post in this series will focus on one of the most insidious barriers to peace—Racism.

Spiritual Quote:
“What profit is there in agreeing that universal friendship is good, and talking of the solidarity 
of the human race as a grand ideal? Unless these thoughts are translated into the world of 
action, they are useless.

“The wrong in the world continues to exist just because people talk only of their ideals, and 
do not strive to put them into practice. If actions took the place of words, the world’s misery 
would very soon be changed into comfort….

“If I love you, I need not continually speak of my love—you will know without any words. On 
the other hand if I love you not, that also will you know—and you would not believe me, were 
I to tell you in a thousand words, that I loved you.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 16

An easy way to find the other posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription

For FREE Email Subscriptions (to daily posts and/or our monthly newsletter) just send us an email 
at amzolt{at}gmail{dot}com

Possibly related posts: (automatically generated)
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• A Full Embrace Excluding Nothing  

• About « NH Peace Action Presidential Primary Blog  

• Nepal king, terrorists have it wrong  

September 16, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | action, feelings, global,justice, motivation, pain, peace, spiritual, spirit
uality, suffer, suffering | 10 Comments| Edit

10 Comments »

1. [...] Toward Peace Step One: Inducing the will to act. Eliminating barriers to peace. Step Two: Racism. 
Step Three: Extremes of wealth & poverty. [...]

Pingback by Path Toward Peace « Our Evolution | September 16, 2008 | Edit

2. The path towards peace begins with becoming open minded, then helping others become the same. 
With open mindedness, there is no prejudice or hate. There is peace within ourselves that we can 
radiate towards everyone we meet.

   Comment by Kristi | September 17, 2008 | Edit

3. Kristi,

“The path towards peace begins with becoming open minded…”

I can certainly agree with that !
Still, to *become* open minded takes action, eh?

   Comment by amzolt | September 17, 2008 | Edit

4. Forgiveness does not change the past,but it does enlarge the future of peace..
Kindness in words creates confidence.
Kindness in thinking creates profoundness.
Kindness in giving creates love and peace.!

   Comment by Catherine. | September 17, 2008 | Edit

5. Thank you, Catherine, for such pertinent aphorisms!

   Comment by amzolt | September 17, 2008 | Edit

6. You wrote: Even taking no action toward a more peaceful world is taking action. We can’t avoid action if 
we want to stay alive.
All I can to add is just to say Amen.
Thus I question myself, am I alive?
The truth was grasped such way - Each day is the test to our consciousness and the peace we 
experience is the award for our faithfulness.

   Comment by Tomas | September 18, 2008 | Edit

7. Tomas,

“…the peace we experience is the award for our faithfulness…”

Totally lovely sentiment !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 18, 2008 | Edit

8. Peace is something that begins inside each human being. It is not one person’s job to impose ideas on 
or compel other people to act. You set an example and hope to inpsire people with your own behavior. 
Human beings have free will.
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   Comment by Liara Covert | September 23, 2008 | Edit

9. Liara,

Exactly…

   Comment by amzolt | September 23, 2008 | Edit

10.[...] One: Inducing the will to act Step Two: Eliminating Racism Step Three: Preventing economic 
disparity Step Four: Fostering [...]

Pingback by Path Toward Peace ~Prologue « RAVENSCAWL | October 8, 2008 |Edit

Path Toward Peace - Step     Two      
Eliminating Racism

Do you practice racism?

From AsianWeek: “  I’m Not, Like, Racist”  

From IndependentOnline: Rhodes sorry for past racist 
actions

From TribalFootball: Scotland and Ireland slammed by 
anti-racism agency

Here’s a definition of racism:

belief in racial superiority: the belief that people of 
different races have different qualities and abilities, and that 
some races are inherently superior or inferior.

It might be good to define prejudice, too:
opinion formed beforehand: a preformed opinion, usually 
an unfavorable one, based on insufficient knowledge, irrational 
feelings, or inaccurate stereotypes.

I feel we all  have to be rigorous in self-examination concerning tendencies toward racism.

It’s an ingrained behavior, driven deep by ages of irrational action.

Ever been faced by any of these situations?

* Your child wants to marry someone of different color.

* You are asked to work closely with a person of different color.

* Your partner was formerly involved with someone of different color.
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* You find yourself in a situation that demands you live for an extended time with people of 
different color.

If you haven’t had to face those situations, I urge you, with an open heart, to imagine you 
are experiencing them. *** How do you honestly feel?

One factor that clouds this whole issue is the behavior of people who identify with their skin 
color—acting in ways that make them feel exclusive.

It’s going to take a phenomenal commitment to rid our planet of this illness. It will take 
“genuine love, extreme patience, true humility, consummate tact, sound initiative, 
mature wisdom, and deliberate, persistent, and prayerful effort.”

Also, recent thinking has made the idea of separate human races a distinctly non-scientific 
viewpoint. I’ll offer one opinion for your examination.

Spiritual Quote:

“Racism, one of the most baneful and persistent evils, is a major barrier to peace. Its practice 
perpetrates too outrageous a violation of the dignity of human beings to be countenanced 
under any pretext. Racism retards the unfoldment of the boundless potentialities of its 
victims, corrupts its perpetrators, and blights human progress. Recognition of the oneness of 
mankind, implemented by appropriate legal measures, must be universally upheld if this 
problem is to be overcome.”
The Universal House of Justice, 1985 Oct, The Promise of World Peace

An easy way to find the other posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription

For FREE Email Subscriptions (to daily posts and/or our monthly newsletter) just send us an email 
at amzolt{at}gmail{dot}com

September 18, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | feelings, heart, humanity,humility, love, race, racism, racist, science, s
uffer, suffering | 14 Comments | Edit
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14 Comments »

1. Don’t forget - racism isn’t just the same as personal prejudice. Racism is also the institutional effects of 
past prejudice as well. We might avoid being prejudiced ourselves but that’s not enough. We also 
have to give up the privilege that past prejudice has granted us - whether we asked for it or not.

   Comment by Steven S. | September 19, 2008 | Edit

2. Steven,

Thanks for that illuminating comment !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 19, 2008 | Edit

3. The photo is perfect for your topic Alex. When I think of racism instantly I think of a child whom 
because of their innocence except all humans as equals. Again, we should learn from our children. 
Racism is a horrible fact of life and seems to be getter worse by the day.

   Comment by Brandi Magill | September 19, 2008 | Edit

4. Brandi,

You made my reason for using the picture rise to my conscious awareness !

I often spend quite a bit of time choosing images for the posts but rarely make conscious choices–it’s 
almost always a feeling-sense that picks the right pic…

   Comment by amzolt | September 19, 2008 | Edit

5. I can’t say it was always true in the past, but I am can say that I would be able to handle all of those 
“what if” scenarios now. It should be more about who the person really is inside than just their race or 
skin color.

   Comment by Kristi | September 20, 2008 | Edit

6. Kristi,

You’re blessed to have ridden through the cultural tests and come out with acceptance !

   Comment by amzolt | September 20, 2008 | Edit

7. My thought on this,I would think and say that racism is taught at home,from the parents. My comment 
is this…
There are two things to aim at in life,first to get what you want,and after that to enjoy it.
Only the wisest of mankind achieve the second.

   Comment by Catherine. | September 20, 2008 | Edit

8. Catherine,

You are this blog’s angelic philosopher !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 20, 2008 | Edit

9. I have been in all of the situations you list here (except my child wanting to marry someone of a 
different color…as I don’t have children.) I had no qualms about the things you list here at all. In fact if I 
thought about it: I feel excited to learn about another culture. In the past people have often said to me, 
“What was it like being with ‘them’” Or some other innuendo where I didn’t at first know what they were 
talking about until they said, “You know, because they are different or colored or whatever.” It was only 
then that I realized I had not even thought about it.

I have lived in several multi-racial communities and am at my happiest there. I love the mix of styles, 
languages, beliefs, cooking, etc.

I also think that STEVEN S. is a dynamic thinker because he is looking at the deeper problem. I read his 
article and it is spot on! An example of this is: I could say that I am not racist, which is true, BUT what 
about the countries that are STILL, TODAY, using slave labor, factory sweatshops, chaining children and 
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women to looms and workbenches, or keeping them trapped by giving them a tiny bit of food they 
would not have otherwise…all to make trinkets for the USA. You can read more about it on these sites. 
I’ve not thoroughly checked them out; they are just to make a point.

http://www.nlcnet.org/article.php?id=479
http://www.coopamerica.org/programs/sweatshops/whatyoucando/9coolways.cfm

Steven is right in that we have to make conscious choices beyond the one of personal non-racism. If we 
even buy products made by people enslaved we are saying, “Yes, they aren’t worth more than that. It’s 
okay they are suffering to make a new key chain for me. It’s just one of ‘those people’ over ‘there’ 
somewhere in one of ‘those countries’.” And it’s not enough that we simply educate ourselves but we 
need to get involved in bringing to these people the positive changes they DESERVE.

They ARE me.

We have to shift a much deeper type of thinking that is almost like a deep dark drugged dream that we 
forget upon waking.

You could pick any number of examples. Like I said this is just one example off the top of my head. 
Maybe Steven had some examples of his own. I was hoping I’d see them in his wonderful article.

And the change we create might be right in our own neighborhood. Example: I live in a Hispanic, 
Mexican, Native American and Anglo neighborhood and I do a yard sale once a summer. I often get 
many struggling Mexicans and they are delightfully warm, hardworking and loving people. Very kind and 
appreciative of EVERYTHING. They will pay me a quarter for a shirt and I tell them I’m having a sale, 
which in essence I am, and I give them five more free shirts or whatever. They are so touched that 
some of them cry and hug me and I cry with them    :) and we are all SO happy. I tell them that the 
shirts are all OURS to share. We are the same. People help me, I help them, they help someone else 
and on it goes. Sometimes they bring something back for me. I fall in love with them. And they with me. 
And they come every summer that I have a sale and we remember each other.

I make very little “monetary wealth” on my yard sale but I go away the richest woman alive. Some 
friends tell me that I shouldn’t give the stuff away. YES I should and do and will. Because Steven is 
right, it goes much deeper than personal racism. If one among us goes without, we all go without. We 
may not see it but we are tragically impoverished when we silently agree to let others live under 
repression…even if the agreeing is in the form of inaction.

When we start to REALLY see “other” as “self”, we cannot stop ourselves from taking action and loving.

   Comment by rainforestrobin | September 24, 2008 | Edit

10.Robin !!!

You *must* post this at the new forum:
http://ourevolution.freeforums.org/
Actually, the fourth forum down the main page, “Eliminating Racism”.

Your beautifully artistic writing style truly gleamed when you commented on the potential buried in each 
of us:

“We have to shift to a much deeper type of thinking that is almost like a deep dark drugged dream that 
we forget upon waking.”

And I sobbed tears of joy when I read this:

“…I give them five more free shirts or whatever. They are so touched that some of them cry and hug 
me and I cry with them    :) and we are all SO happy.”

And, the pure and sweet wisdom of:

“If one among us goes without, we all go without. We may not see it but we are tragically impoverished 
when we silently agree to let others live under repression…even if the agreeing is in the form of 
inaction.”
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Please-oh-please, with whatever-you-most-thirst-for-on-top, post this to Our Evolution’s forum…

   Comment by amzolt | September 24, 2008 | Edit

11.Nice post. As you say, racism is “an ingrained behavior, driven deep by ages of irrational action”. This 
seems to be the case with many of our behaviours today. I feel that growing recognition of the need to 
address certain issues will result in a series of ‘generation iterations’ before we are able to reverse 
trends that took many generations to become ingrained in us.

   Comment by iman | September 27, 2008 | Edit

12.iman,

Yes…

One way to trudge willing through all the suffering yet ahead is to realize, like you say, that it will take 
generations of slow behavior change to wipe out the deeply entrenched racial attitudes; *yet*, once that 
is realized (and, I firmly believe humanity will reach that shining shore), there will be eons of amity and 
love among the variously-colored flowers of our human garden.

   Comment by amzolt | September 27, 2008 | Edit

13.The spirit and soul of a human being has no color, ethnicity or label per se. We are each pure love. 
There is no such thing as racism unless you choose to believe it. If you think about it or channel energy 
into the concept in other ways, you are fuelling a fire that could be extinguished due to lack of negative 
thought energy.

   Comment by Liara Covert | October 7, 2008 | Edit

14.Liara,

Good to see you agree with the most progressive scientists!  

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit

Path Toward Peace - Step     Three      
Preventing Economic Disparity

A few extremely rich and so many poor… It’s criminal! 
Greed and corruption must be banished, the vast 
majority of human beings must be given a fighting 
chance to make their place in the world, children 
should not starve to death for lack of food while other 
children are world-weary with affluent lust.

From The Economic Times: Global financial crisis: The 
Story so far

From Principled Profit: Ethics Could Have Avoided The 
Collapse of Lehman, Merrill Lynch

From the Seattle Post-Intelligencer:Articles of Faith: 
Ethical lessons to draw from economic crisis

As I’d mentioned a few posts ago, this series on Path 
Toward Peace is a major challenge for me, spiritually 
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and emotionally. This morning, as I was pondering how to write today’s post, I decided to 
take a break (always good when the creative juices feel stopped-up) and stroll down to 
the Java Street Café. The owner, Sam, was not too busy and I thought I’d bring up what I 
was pondering for my blog post—I mean he is a good business man and highly attuned to 
financial concerns. I wasn’t sure what he’d say about economic disparity and was amazed at 
what he did say.

He brought up a concept that dealt with providing a fixed income to each citizen, not 
socialism but a humane method of lifting the burden of economic distress from human 
endeavor—not social security but social insurance, proactive at that.

Here was a man, focused on profit and loss, talking about altruistic business and government
—a way to ensure that each human being had the means of a basic existence—pure justice 
and equity. This is a far cry from the existing situation in today’s ruinous economic game 
plan. We touched on the idea of the owners of businesses providing profit-sharing to 
employees. And Sam crowned this inspiring discussion with a statement about the necessity 
of being aware that the wealthy exist on the labor of the common person.

The next post in this series will deal with the spiritual and emotional transformations 
necessary for humane economic activity. Nevertheless, we must be willing to act, in whatever 
capacity we can handle, to instill fairness into our economic activities.

Spiritual Quotes:

“The inordinate disparity between rich and poor, a source of acute suffering, keeps the world 
in a state of instability, virtually on the brink of war.”
Compilations, Lights of Guidance, p. 551

“A financier with colossal wealth should not exist whilst near him is a poor man in dire 
necessity. When we see poverty allowed to reach a condition of starvation it is a sure sign 
that somewhere we shall find tyranny. Men must bestir themselves in this matter, and no 
longer delay in altering conditions which bring the misery of grinding poverty to a very large 
number of the people. The rich must give of their abundance, they must soften their hearts 
and cultivate a compassionate intelligence, taking thought for those sad ones who are 
suffering from lack of the very necessities of life.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 153

An easy way to find the other posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  
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Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription

For FREE Email Subscriptions (to daily posts and/or our monthly newsletter) just send us an email 
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September 20, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | corruption, economic,economy, financial, greed, poor, poverty, profit 
sharing, rich, suffering, wealth | 14 Comments | Edit

14 Comments »

1. Sounds as though you had a good chat with Sam Alex..
Good questions and very good answers from Sam, yes how true..
What the Mind can Conceive & Believe, it can achieve..
Be not afraid of going slowly, be afraid of standing still.!

   Comment by Catherine. | September 21, 2008 | Edit

2. Why are we here?
You know planet earth, the grind of the mundane, the exhiliration of love and birth, the dread of 
tomorow, the roller coaster ride of eternity..

   Comment by Catherine. | September 21, 2008 | Edit

3. Catherine,

It is very good to have a cafe so near my apartment. To relax from my work on this blog and broaden 
my perceptions!

   Comment by amzolt | September 21, 2008 | Edit

4. I was watching a documentary the other day about a major governmental election a few years back. 
One party, portrayed as the champions of social justice, proposed raising taxes slightly in order to 
balance the extremes of wealth and poverty. Their arguments were quite compelling, and in opinion 
polls prior to the election it looked like they would win easily.

Lo and behold, election day arrives and the other party wins. When the swing voters were asked why 
they went the other way on election day, it came down to “doing what seems right” vs “serving personal 
interests” and they chose the second option.

The question is, how do we reach a state in society where people will willingly sacrifice some personal 
comfort for the good of the whole? Is this going to happen or do we give up and say human nature is 
inherently selfish? I believe it will happen eventually - but we will certainly require a strengthening of 
our own moral convictions, whether as individuals or as institutions. This is the critical role that true 
religion must play.

Look forward to your coming pieces… there are indeed many dimensions to this theme!

   Comment by Nadim | September 22, 2008 | Edit

5. Nadim,

“The question is, how do we reach a state in society where people will willingly sacrifice some personal 
comfort for the good of the whole?”

My feeling is that there will have to be tremendous suffering (even more than is happening) worldwide 
to bring people to the feeling necessary to live beyond their egos…

   Comment by amzolt | September 22, 2008 | Edit

6. Agreed.

   Comment by Nadim | September 22, 2008 | Edit
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7. Dear Alex,
Thanks for this thought-provoking article.
Profit and greed so often fuel capitalism and run this country.
I believe in capitalism but I also believe we are our brother’s keeper.
This coffee shop owner is a rare breed.
Sounds like he has his priorities straight.
As the Bible says: The love of money is the root of all evil.
Not money itself, but the inordinate love of money that elevates it above our concern for others.
Care,
Jlo

   Comment by judi moran | September 22, 2008 | Edit

8. judi,

Very perceptive comment, Judi !

I was raised by two Christian ministers–mom and dad–and that bit of Scripture–”The love of money is 
the root of all evil.”–was one of the first I learned, as well as learning how people would consistently 
mis-quote it !!

   Comment by Alexander M Zoltai | September 22, 2008 | Edit

9. [...] }: The topics are: Step One: Inducing the will to act. Step Two: Eliminating Racism. Step 
Three: Preventing economic disparity + The first three have already been posted Step Four: Fostering 
altruism & philanthropy Step [...]

Pingback by On the Path towards Peace: Steps along the way | Baha'i Views | September 22, 
2008 | Edit

10.Thank you, thank You, gw !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 22, 2008 | Edit

11.The talking sounds nice…yet is there any chance to impact the current injustice factually?
I …don’t want to think about what the rich should do, or how should look the behavior of the poor, 
because THAT not unites us and enlightens the path of the peace but deepens the abyss between the 
neighbors. The musing about what OTHERS should do for WE could enjoy the peace looks like …a 
musing. Just think. Who are the rich? Are they not we ourselves in the concrete? And who are the poor? 
They are we again. …
While buying a cup of coffee to my disabled friend, I don’t sacrifice a penny, but buy great pleasure to 
myself - that not the altruism but my natural right to enjoy a sip of fresh air. By helping other I 
participate in sharing of the love that warms my own heart too. Meanwhile while talking about what 
others should do I just DIVIDE the humanity into poor me and the rich wrongdoers… I think it’s obvious 
where such politic can lead.
WHEN WE RECOGNIZE OURSELVES IN OTHER - when we accept the spiritual realm not by words but by 
our whole life honor God - we ourselves become worthy respect. So when mother cares for her baby, 
she don’t think about any profit for self … and we too try to help if our brother or sister is lacking 
without doing any politics or business plans. Unfortunately our society hold on the idea of profit… 
selfishness may be decorated nicely yet such beauty cant change the truth. We either love and share 
our love or reason about the need to love and thus inadvertently contribute to the threatening mess of 
today but not participate in the fabulous flight of peace that don’t need any words but the heart - we 
need nothing to invent but open our own hearts to God and be faithful…
Am I such?
I greatly appreciate your post. Thank you for the help to group my thoughts for to leave a comment and 
thus …all the above humbled me - silenced my wish to complain for my helplessness
Prior coming here I put a picture on my blog (it is connected with other on other blog) Please have a 
look by clicking on a linkhttp://dayfly.wordpress.com/2008/09/23/benefits-of-pain/

   Comment by Tomas | September 23, 2008 | Edit
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12.Tomas,

So glad you responded at such length and very happy your writing helped you clarify your feelings!

You clearly anticipated the topic of the very next post !!

Also, the link to your picture is very welcome in this blog. I want everyone to become familiar with your 
spiritually aesthetic art !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 23, 2008 | Edit

13.[...] One: Inducing the will to act Step Two: Eliminating Racism Step Three: Preventing economic 
disparity Step Four: Fostering altruism & philanthropy Step Five: Eliminating unbridled nationalism [...]

Pingback by Path Toward Peace ~Prologue « RAVENSCAWL | October 7, 2008 |Edit

14.Kem,

You honor and humble me…

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit

Path Toward Peace - Step     Four      
Fostering altruism and philanthropy

Placing others’ welfare above our own can seem 
such an impossible ethical directive but, 
imagine…Your most dear partner is being 
physically assaulted.Cling to that image and read 
on.

From the Boston Globe: Nonprofits gird for loss of 
funding “Some local nonprofits and charities fear they 
may lose millions of dollars in funding following the 

collapse of major Wall Street investment firms.”

From WorldChanging: Using Philanthropy to Fuel Innovation “…share some thoughts about how we 
might better use philanthropy to fuel innovation for sustainability.”

From the Wall Street Journal: Wealthy Son Aims to Build His Legacy “…build a profitable business and 
serve as a platform for people looking to do good.”

Placing others’ welfare above our own is a critical need as we follow the Path Toward Peace. 
The example up there of putting ourselves between our beloved and an attacker is the 
archetypical pattern. It can also serve as a model for other aspects of our life—infusing them 
with an altruistic motivation.

Let’s go to an extreme here, a situation that many Faith traditions hold up as noble—placing 
the welfare of our enemies above our own welfare…

Many folk will immediately reject this as an option. Fact is, this very prescription for a truly 
spiritual reaction to adversaries is the type of admonition that scares many people away from 
religion…
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We’ll be exploring the material/spiritual polarity in a future post but, for now, consider this:
If we truly love someone we will do all in our power to attend to their welfare. So, it appears 
to follow that those we don’t feel worthy of our altruism must be those we don’t truly love.

Spiritual Quotes:

“But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless 
them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.”
King James Bible, Luke 6:27-28

“The fundamentals of the whole economic condition are divine in nature and are associated 
with the world of the heart and spirit…. Hearts must be so cemented together, love must 
become so dominant that the rich shall most willingly extend assistance to the poor and take 
steps to establish these economic adjustments permanently. If it is accomplished in this way, 
it will be most praiseworthy because then it will be for the sake of God and in the pathway of 
His service. For example, it will be as if the rich inhabitants of a city should say, ‘It is neither 
just nor lawful that we should possess great wealth while there is abject poverty in this 
community’, and then willingly give their wealth to the poor, retaining only as much as will 
enable them to live comfortably.

“Strive, therefore, to create love in the hearts in order that they may become glowing and 
radiant. When that love is shining, it will permeate other hearts even as this electric light 
illumines its surroundings. When the love of God is established, everything else will be 
realized. This is the true foundation of all economics. Reflect upon it.”
Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 238

An easy way to find the other posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription

For FREE Email Subscriptions (to daily posts and/or our monthly newsletter) just send us an email 
at amzolt{at}gmail{dot}com

September 23, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | altrusim, economics, faith,justice, love, motivation, peace, philanthrop
y, sustainability, unity, welfare | 12 Comments | Edit
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12 Comments »

1. In some ways, I can see how holding the welfare of your enemies above your own could be mutually 
beneficial. If your enemy had any conscious, he would not be an enemy to someone that wanted to help 
him.

   Comment by Kristi | September 24, 2008 | Edit

2. Kristi,

Bingo !!!

   Comment by Alexander M Zoltai | September 24, 2008 | Edit

3. To forgive is to set the prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you..

   Comment by Catherine. | September 24, 2008 | Edit

4. Oh, Catherine, you really need to write a book and share all the wisdom you bestow on this blog !!

   Comment by amzolt | September 24, 2008 | Edit

5. Alex - this series is a fantastic idea and I have been enjoying it tremendously!

I don’t think your passion and dedication to helping others could have been portrayed any better!

   Comment by Evita | September 24, 2008 | Edit

6. Evita,

You honor me with your tremendously encouraging comment!

This series is a true test for my mind, heart, and spiritual sensibilities…

   Comment by amzolt | September 24, 2008 | Edit

7. a fantastic series, alex! you never cease to amaze me.

stepping between the beloved and an attacker - what an interesting image …

let me try a thought experiment. fortunately, i don’t think i have any personal enemies but there are 
some people who i’m not terribly enamoured with. my ex husband, for example.

placing my ex-husband’s welfare above my own … hmmmm …. i need to mull that over a bit. but there 
IS a freeing feeling somewhere … (what you said about the prisoner?)

   Comment by isabella mori | September 25, 2008 | Edit

8. isabella,

Well, my dear, I’m not a psychologist (though those who’ve received Tarot or astrology readings from 
me try to pin that label on my jacket) so the issue of ex-husbands is a bit extracurricular but the quote 
from the Bible mentions, among other altruistic actions, praying “…for them which despitefully use you.” 
This in itself is acting to improve another’s welfare, eh?

   Comment by amzolt | September 25, 2008 | Edit

9. i am in quietness blessed to se the thoughts on altruism and read further on enemies and forgiving .so 
true thankyou for sharing .hope i find my way back to this page.

   Comment by hemarli | September 26, 2008 | Edit

10.hemarli,

Thank you for the lovely comment!!

Your words, “i am in quietness blessed…” are a blessing to me !!

   Comment by amzolt | September 26, 2008 | Edit

https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1271
http://amzolt.wordpress.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1269
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1266
http://amzolt.wordpress.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1265
http://moritherapy.org/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1264
http://amzolt.wordpress.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1263
http://evolvingbeings.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1260
http://amzolt.wordpress.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1259
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1257
http://amzuri.wordpress.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1256
http://kikolani.com/


11.How can you receive if you first do not give?

   Comment by Cooking Lady | September 26, 2008 | Edit

12.Cooking Lady,

Yes! Very simply put yet very deep wisdom.

Far too many people totally miss the personal practically of that maxim!

   Comment by amzolt | September 26, 2008 | Edit

Path Toward Peace - Step     Five      
Eliminating unbridled nationalism

The peoples of all nations are screaming for unity, their 
hearts bleeding, yet this strident call is made the slave of 
petty nationalistic agendas.

From Al Bawaba: Haifa refuses to answer those who 
doubted her nationalism

From Indian Muslim News and Information: Book: 
Communalism, Caste and Hindu Nationalism—The Violence 
in Gujarat

From the Times Online, UK: People’s Alliance for 
Democracy’s narrow nationalism in Thailand

I was born in the United States of America. Still live here, 
though I’ve traveled to Canada, Mexico, Viet Nam, Japan, 
and the Philippines.

I used to love my country as I love my parents, claiming them as place and people of my 
origin.

I still love my country but not, any longer, like I love my parents. I’ve learned that my place 
of origin is the Earth.

The Earth has always been whole and unified. Even though certain humans have declared 
various areas of Her surface as separate from other areas and stained Her soil with torrents 
of blood to maintain those national boundaries, She is whole.

Certainly, there are things I don’t like about my country of birth, just like there were things I 
didn’t like about my parents. But when I consider my true place of origin, this lovely blue-
green-brown cosmic spaceship, I can find nothing about her I don’t like.

She is  troubled. I can hear Her voice, deep, throbbing tones, pleading with the children on 
Her surface, “Now, don’t make me scold you…”
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Spiritual Quotes:

“It is not for him to pride himself who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth 
the whole world. The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 250

“…torrents of precious blood are spilled in defense of these imaginary divisions of our one 
human habitation, under the delusion of a fancied and limited patriotism.

“After all, a claim and title to territory or native land is but a claim and attachment to the dust 
of earth. We live upon this earth for a few days and then rest beneath it forever. So it is our 
graveyard eternally. Shall man fight for the tomb which devours him, for his eternal 
sepulcher? What ignorance could be greater than this? To fight over his grave, to kill another 
for his grave! What heedlessness! What a delusion!”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 355

“Unbridled nationalism, as distinguished from a sane and legitimate patriotism, must give way 
to a wider loyalty, to the love of humanity as a whole. Bahá’u'lláh’s statement is: ‘The earth is 
but one country, and mankind its citizens’. The concept of world citizenship is a direct result 
of the contraction of the world into a single neighbourhood through scientific advances and of 
the indisputable interdependence of nations.”
The Universal House of Justice, 1985 Oct, The Promise of World Peace, p. 3

“O contending peoples and kindreds of the earth! Set your faces towards unity, and let the 
radiance of its light shine upon you. Gather ye together, and for the sake of God resolve to 
root out whatever is the source of contention amongst you. Then will the effulgence of the 
world’s great Luminary envelop the whole earth, and its inhabitants become the citizens of 
one city, and the occupants of one and the same throne.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 217

An easy way to find the previous posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription

For FREE Email Subscriptions (to daily posts and/or our monthly newsletter) just send us an email 
at amzolt{at}gmail{dot}com
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14 Comments »

1. True remorse is never just a regret over consequences,it is a regret over motive.
If the truth doesen’t save us,what does that say about us.?.

   Comment by Catherine. | September 26, 2008 | Edit

2. Again, Catherine, you give us penetrating wisdom…

   Comment by amzolt | September 26, 2008 | Edit

3. thankyou again i se a need for a new sense of common unity you open the path bless

   Comment by hemarli | September 26, 2008 | Edit

4. hemarli,

Thank you for another blessed comment !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 26, 2008 | Edit

5. Thanks for the comment on God.com’s post. I agree with you.

But, the picture came as part of the blog post’s baggage.

   Comment by Dr. Mohamed Taher | September 26, 2008 | Edit

6. Dr. Taher,

Not to worry. I only hope you can pass the comment on to that blogger, eh?

   Comment by amzolt | September 26, 2008 | Edit

7. Lovely series of posts which gets one thinking…

   Comment by iman | September 27, 2008 | Edit

8. iman,

Very glad you like the series! It’s a real growth experience for me!!

I hope you’ll explore the forums I’ve set up to deepen and broaden the discussion of these 
issues: http://ourevolution.freeforums.org/

   Comment by amzolt | September 27, 2008 | Edit

9. Ah the best line of all in this post “I’ve learned that my place of origin is the Earth.”

When people now ask me (especially my students) what is my background, nationality, ethnicity or any 
such thing, I reply with “I am from Earth, aren’t we all?”

   Comment by Evita | September 27, 2008 | Edit

10.Wonderful, Evita !!!

What do you teach?

   Comment by amzolt | September 27, 2008 | Edit

11.Hi Alex,

Right now I teach senior secondary school students science, mainly biology, health science, etc. But I 
am making this my last year of formal work as I want to pursue my greater passions. Even though I love 
teaching and interacting with youth a lot, I love writing even more. I want to write on the blogs more 
frequently as well as write books and perhaps teach on a greater and broader scale adults on health, 
spirituality and similar topics.

   Comment by Evita | September 28, 2008 | Edit

12.Evita,
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Bravo !

A dream not pursued is a fantasy…

Dream on, fair lady !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 28, 2008 | Edit

13.A quote from The Intenders of the Highest Goods email says it all.
“Perhaps the most insidious dramas we take part in have to do with our identification and allegiance to a 
particular nation. We identify with this country or that, and in doing so, we isolate ourselves, to one 
degree or another, from everyone else in the world. We agree upon arbitrary, make-believe boundaries 
and tell ourselves that we are the good guys, while anyone else who lives outside of our country’s 
boundary lines is not as good as us.”

Why, oh why have we become so possessive instead of sharing and knowing there is enough and loving 
the variety?

   Comment by Wilma | October 1, 2008 | Edit

14.Wilma,

“Why, oh why have we become so possessive instead of sharing and knowing there is enough and 
loving the variety?”

Basically, humans (with “permission” of our Creator) have been, for eons, perverse creatures. Yet, God 
assures us that His Plan includes a sufficient amount of time for us to “get it right”–Ultimate Mercy since 
God doesn’t “need” us–it’s a complete Mercy that we exist and are Graced with the opportunity to better 
ourselves!

Path Toward Peace - Step     Six      
Eliminating religious strife

Mary and Martha were having a discussion in 
the coffee shop. They’d just met fifteen 
minutes before and had been chatting about 
the debate between Obama and McCain. Mary 
said, “Well, seems we agree about who to vote 
for. What are you doing Sunday morning? I’d 
love to talk again—maybe while we walk the 
lower trail in the Metro Park.” Martha said, “Oh, 
I’ll be going to church Sunday morning. How 
about Friday around noon?” Mary said, “Oh, I 
can’t, that’s our time for community prayer in 
the mosque.”

They chatted for a bit more but the 
conversation withered away into banalities and, 
by the time they parted, both knew there 
would be no lasting friendship.
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From the Jerusalem Post: “  The reality of today’s Middle East is the same centuries-old one of   
ethnic and religious strife that extends far beyond the borders of the State of Israel.”

From the Egyptian Daily News: “  Rashwan rather blamed Israel for creating ‘civil and religious   
strife between the different Arab countries.’”

From the Times of India: “  Barely eight months after it was ravaged by attacks on Christians,   
Kandhamal is back in the headlines as a symbol of religious strife. For more than a week now, 
Kandhamal’s Christians have been brutalized, their homes pillaged and burnt, chased into the 
forests, left to languish in relief camps.”

It’s a shame about Mary and Martha. They were headed toward a beautiful friendship but, 
because they adhered to different Faith traditions, they sacrificed fresh happiness and 
sharing.

Well, at least they didn’t start butchering each other’s families and friends…

How long has humanity been killing in the name of religion?

How many mothers have lost children because of religious dogmatism?

How many children have been orphaned because of political decisions empowered by 
absurdly false religious doctrines?

It’s no wonder so many people will say, “Oh, I’m definitely a spiritual person. I’m just not 
religious.”

Is there some way to practice a religion (including, of course, a spiritual life) and not exclude 
other people, not see those in different religions as evil, not try to keep the All-Loving God in 
an armored box locked tightly in a room of the ego?

Spiritual Quotes:

“That the divers communions of the earth, and the manifold systems of religious belief, 
should never be allowed to foster the feelings of animosity among men, is, in this Day, of the 
essence of the Faith of God and His Religion. These principles and laws, these firmly-
established and mighty systems, have proceeded from one Source, and are rays of one Light. 
That they differ one from another is to be attributed to the varying requirements of the ages 
in which they were promulgated.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 13

“Religious strife, throughout history, has been the cause of innumerable wars and conflicts, a 
major blight to progress, and is increasingly abhorrent to the people of all faiths and no faith. 
Followers of all religions must be willing to face the basic questions which this strife raises, 
and to arrive at clear answers. How are the differences between them to be resolved, both in 
theory and in practice? The challenge facing the religious leaders of mankind is to 
contemplate, with hearts filled with the spirit of compassion and a desire for truth, the plight 
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of humanity, and to ask themselves whether they cannot, in humility before their Almighty 
Creator, submerge their theological differences in a great spirit of mutual forbearance that will 
enable them to work together for the advancement of human understanding and peace.”
The Universal House of Justice, 1985 Oct, The Promise of World Peace, p. 3

“There can be no doubt whatever that the peoples of the world, of whatever race or religion, 
derive their inspiration from one heavenly Source, and are the subjects of one God. The 
difference between the ordinances under which they abide should be attributed to the varying 
requirements and exigencies of the age in which they were revealed. All of them, except a 
few which are the outcome of human perversity, were ordained of God, and are a reflection 
of His Will and Purpose. Arise and, armed with the power of faith, shatter to pieces the gods 
of your vain imaginings, the sowers of dissension amongst you. Cleave unto that which 
draweth you together and uniteth you.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 217

An easy way to find the previous posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription

For FREE Email Subscriptions (to daily posts and/or our monthly newsletter) just send us an email 
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September 27, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | blood, death, dogma, faith,hate, pain, religion, religious, spirituality, s
uffering, war | 9 Comments | Edit

9 Comments »

1. Doesen’t this go to show,how parents instill all such to theire young..no wonder religions and faith of 
different people can’t get along,or be friends,due to these teachings ..very sad indeed,my comment on 
this is..
The weak can never forgive,is the attribute of the strong.

   Comment by Catherine. | September 27, 2008 | Edit

2. Yes, Catherine, we must be strong to forgive !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 27, 2008 | Edit

3. The fact is most religions could find commonality in both word and expectation…

http://www.acommonword.com/

   Comment by ravenscawl | September 28, 2008 | Edit

4. ravenscawl,
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Thank you the heads-up on that site!!!

Here’s a similar one from the Baha’is: http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/bic/OCF/

   Comment by amzolt | September 28, 2008 | Edit

5. I sent my buddy a link to your article and he appreciated it!

   Comment by Efren Hill | October 2, 2008 | Edit

6. Efren,

Thanks for sharing it !

   Comment by amzolt | October 2, 2008 | Edit

7. I think if all religions would focus on how everyone should love and respect one another vs. which one is 
right or wrong, then so much more of the world would live in harmony.

   Comment by Kristi | October 3, 2008 | Edit

8. Kristi,

Seems to me you’re totally right!

If religion isn’t to spread love and harmony, we’re better off without it.

   Comment by amzolt | October 3, 2008 | Edit

9. [...] Fostering altruism & philanthropy Step Five: Eliminating unbridled nationalism Step Six: Eliminating 
religious strife Step Seven: Eliminating the denial of the equality of women & men Step Eight: 
Eliminating [...]

Pingback by Path Toward Peace ~Prologue « RAVENSCAWL | October 8, 2008 |Edit

Path Toward Peace - Step     Seven      
Eliminating the denial of the equality of women & men

If you’re a man, do you treat women as complete 
and full equals?

I you’re a woman, are you willing to help men 
understand the benefit to themselves  of treating 
women as equals?

From the Champaign, IL, News Gazette: Normal school 
district named in sex abuse lawsuit

From the Macau Daily Times:Vietnam women break 
silence on domestic violence

From the Turkish Daily News:Women launch campaign 
to ensure gender equality in politics

Most people are aware of the issue of equality of 
the sexes. Many are striving to attain a 
consciousness of total equality; yet, many still 
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harbor attitudes that perpetuate disunity, though attempting to act as if they support equality. 
Some still blatantly proclaim that men and women never were and never will be equal.

Until a person knows in their heart that women are just as capable, just as intelligent, just as 
human as men, that person will contribute to an evil that cripples humanity…

I mentioned women helping men understand the self-benefit of achieving equality. There is a 
document that spells out the role of men and boys in achieving gender equality. 
Perhaps women could read it and pass it on to the men in their lives. Perhaps a dialogue 
could ensue.

Perhaps I’m dreaming…

Well… Yes! I’m dreaming a dream of Reality—the fact that men and women are equal even 
when human actions attempt to thwart that unity.

Spiritual Quotes:

“In this Day the Hand of divine grace hath removed all distinction. The servants of God and 
His handmaidens are regarded on the same plane. Blessed is the servant who hath attained 
unto that which God hath decreed, and likewise the leaf moving in accordance with the 
breezes of His will. This favour is great and this station lofty.”
Adib Taherzadeh, quoting Bahá’u’lláh, The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh v 4, p. 200

“Divine Justice demands that the rights of both sexes should be equally respected since 
neither is superior to the other in the eyes of Heaven. Dignity before God depends, not on 
sex, but on purity and luminosity of heart. Human virtues belong equally to all!”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 162

“The emancipation of women, the achievement of full equality between the sexes, is one of 
the most important, though less acknowledged pre-requisites of peace. The denial of such 
equality perpetrates an injustice against one half of the world’s population and promotes in 
men harmful attitudes and habits that are carried from the family to the workplace, to 
political life, and ultimately to international relations. There are no grounds, moral, practical, 
or biological, upon which such denial can be justified. Only as women are welcomed into full 
partnership in all fields of human endeavour will the moral and psychological climate be 
created in which international peace can emerge.”
The Universal House of Justice, Compilations, Lights of Guidance, p. 618

An easy way to find the previous posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.

Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
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You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forum.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS Subscription
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September 30, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | emancipation, equality,gender, justice, man, men, sex, sexes, sufferin
g, woman, women | 2 Comments | Edit

2 Comments »

1. I believe most people have the intellectual capacity to grow,but what they lack is the emotional capacity.

   Comment by Catherine. | September 30, 2008 | Edit

2. Extremely astute comment, Catherine !
Thank you !!!

   Comment by amzolt | September 30, 2008 | Edit

Path Toward Peace - Step     Eight      
  

Eliminating ignorance & lack of education

God gave us a brain.

I feel pretty certain He wants us to use it.

Even faith needs knowledge to remain strong.
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From the Guardian, UK: ‘  These pupils face several challenges’  

From the Bangkok Post: Education 3.0 Wonderland: The university of tomorrow could be in a 
virtual world.

From the Ghana Broadcasting Corporation: Veep challenges varsity students to educate citizenry

Since we’re considering Ignorance/Education in this post, I feel a couple definitions are in 
order:

Ignorance: The lack of knowledge or education

Education: The gradual process of acquiring knowledge

Pretty basic, eh?

Let’s explore the word histories of those two words:

Ignorance: from in- “not” + Old L. gnarus “aware, acquainted with,”

Education: from the Latin term educare, educatus meaning ‘bring up, rear’; linked to educere 
meaning ‘to lead forth’ or ‘bring out’

So…

Ignorance is lack of education and education is to “bring out” or “lead forth”. Seems to me 
that there’s something already “in there”  that’s being brought or led out. Certainly, we 
shouldn’t have a situation where something is stuffed into a person…

Still, far too many people in the world are having what they can contribute to our human 
family blocked or choked off !

Spiritual Quotes:

“Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, deprived him of 
that which he doth inherently possess. Through a word proceeding out of the mouth of God 
he was called into being; by one word more he was guided to recognize the Source of his 
education; by yet another word his station and destiny were safeguarded. The Great Being 
saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it 
to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 259

“Strain every nerve to acquire both inner and outer perfections, for the fruit of the human 
tree hath ever been and will ever be perfections both within and without. It is not desirable 
that a man be left without knowledge or skills, for he is then but a barren tree. Then, so 
much as capacity and capability allow, ye needs must deck the tree of being with fruits such 
as knowledge, wisdom, spiritual perception and eloquent speech.”

http://gbcghana.com/news/22661detail.html
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Bahá’u’lláh, The Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 247

“Close investigation will show that the primary cause of oppression and injustice, of 
unrighteousness, irregularity and disorder, is the people’s lack of religious faith and the fact 
that they are uneducated. When, for example, the people are genuinely religious and are 
literate and well-schooled, and a difficulty presents itself, they can apply to the local 
authorities; if they do not meet with justice and secure their rights and if they see that the 
conduct of the local government is incompatible with the Divine good pleasure and the king’s 
justice, they can then take their case to higher courts and describe the deviation of the local 
administration from the spiritual law. Those courts can then send for the local records of the 
case and in this way justice will be done. At present, however, because of their inadequate 
schooling, most of the population lack even the vocabulary to explain what they want.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 18

“The cause of universal education, which has already enlisted in its service an army of 
dedicated people from every faith and nation, deserves the utmost support that the 
governments of the world can lend it. For ignorance is indisputably the principal reason for 
the decline and fall of peoples and the perpetuation of prejudice. No nation can achieve 
success unless education is accorded all its citizens. Lack of resources limits the ability of 
many nations to fulfil this necessity, imposing a certain ordering of priorities. The decision-
making agencies involved would do well to consider giving first priority to the education of 
women and girls, since it is through educated mothers that the benefits of knowledge can be 
most effectively and rapidly diffused throughout society. In keeping with the requirements of 
the times, consideration should also be given to teaching the concept of world citizenship as 
part of the standard education of every child.”
The Universal House of Justice, 1985 Oct, The Promise of World Peace, p. 3
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• Absence of Gratitude  

• Unbelievable  

October 2, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | certainly, education,enlightenment, faith, ignorance, instruction, know
ing, knowledge, school, schooling,suffering | 8 Comments | Edit

8 Comments »

1. Our memories are card indexes consulted and then returned in disorder by authoroties whom we do not 
control.

   Comment by Catherine. | October 2, 2008 | Edit

2. So powerful, Catherine! Poetic, too!!

   Comment by amzolt | October 2, 2008 | Edit

3. “…most of the population lack even the vocabulary to explain what they want.” I’m pretty sure, this also 
inhibits their ability to even know, in certain terms, what they want. This makes them (us, I should say, I 
speak from experience) more easily led astray.
This is a crucial matter, now as ever.
Good post, Amzolt.

   Comment by A. Decker | October 3, 2008 | Edit

4. Mr. Decker,

Thanks for the critical distinction between “explaining” and “knowing” !

   Comment by amzolt | October 3, 2008 | Edit

5. Being almost completely self-taught I strongly related to these two powerful lines.

“Seems to me that there’s something already “in there” that’s being brought or led out. Certainly, we 
shouldn’t have a situation where something is stuffed into a person.”

I am not against formal education, but it certainly was not my path. Formal education was so extremely 
limiting that it left me feeling impoverished and repressed. As a kid I felt like I had entered the dark 
ages. I was climbing the walls like one imprison. Almost no teacher ever asked me what I thought or 
felt. It didn’t even occur to them that I might have an opinion. Our collective culture (USA) doesn’t yet 
see children as fully developed souls who have something to contribute to the positive growth of our 
culture, the healing of our spirits and planet.

We are “racists” against children and we don’t even see it. In our own limited intelligence we often do 
not see the shining intelligence of our children. When a child goes unseen, un-nourished…just like a 
plant…it often withers and is forced to live at a lower level or consciously suffer the great pain of not 
being seen. In our own limited thinking we limit our brilliant children.

I believe VERY strongly in learning and exposing children (anyone for that matter) to situations/stimuli 
that help expand their minds, creativity and insight and make them hungry to ask questions and seek 
answers, make them develop a lifelong desire to explore, to know all aspects of themselves and their 
world.

We are capable of greatness.

PS Been to the forum and am trying to post the racism response but having a bit of difficulty. Will try 
again today or tomorrow. I was honored you ask and loved your comment. It touched me. Thank you 
my friend.

   Comment by rainforestrobin | October 3, 2008 | Edit
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6. Robin,

I, too, struggled with the school system’s idea of education but I’ve never stopped learning…

Naturally, letting all the world’s children receive an education is quite scary to the entrenched powers. 
Nevertheless, we *are* progressing toward peace, unity, and tranquility on this, our home.

The entrenched privileged few will become fewer still…

   Comment by amzolt | October 3, 2008 | Edit

7. “Education” is a deceiving term. Education is based on “facts known” and deemed absolute. These 
unquestionable and absolute facts we have been taught rule our thinking and our lives never to be 
questioned. Of course the fact is absolute until it is disproven, than the new fact is “absolute”. Absolute 
facts keep us from seeking and searching for new methods, alternative ways.
Religious teaching also restricts the individual by enforcing rules and absolute dogma. Of course when 
one religion disagrees with the concept of another religion, fighting and bitterness occur. Most wars have 
begun over disagreement of one religion’s rule to another.
It is ironic that virtually all religions teach meditation. Meditation enables us to be in touch with our 
spiritual higher power that will guide and teach us. However if our newfound spiritual guide brings new 
awareness contrary to the old dogma, it is likely called blasphemous or witchcraft. So much for 
enlightenment.
“…most of the population lack even the vocabulary to explain what they want.” If there are two people 
speaking different language, which one should learn the others vocabulary? If the uneducated lack the 
sophisticated words, doesn’t it behoove the educated to listen and interpret those of the others 
“language”? Certainly the “others” can express pain, hunger, fear, compassion, need, love.
Here we have the “head” (educated mind) (ego centered) not the “heart” ( spiritual, love, emotion, 
compassion, ) (nature centured) ruling our behavior.

Peace, Bruce

   Comment by Bruce Eggum | October 4, 2008 | Edit

8. Bruce,

Thought-provoking comment!

“Education is based on “facts known” and deemed absolute.”
Hope you noticed the difference struck between “stuffing-in” and “leading out”.

“Religious teaching also restricts the individual by enforcing rules and absolute dogma.”
This happens when humans get in the way of the Messenger’s Message…

Also, there are certain religious/spiritual “rules” that operate similar to gravity–if you jump out of a tall 
building, you’ll splat–if you lie and cheat, you’ll end up confused and broke…

“If there are two people speaking different language, which one should learn the others vocabulary?”
I feel the goal is a “third” global language…

   Comment by amzolt | October 4, 2008 | Edit

https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1320
http://amzolt.wordpress.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1319
http://usinitiative.ning.com/
https://amzuri.wordpress.com/wp-admin/comment.php?action=editcomment&c=1309
http://amzolt.wordpress.com/


Path Toward Peace - Step     Nine      

Resolving the impediments induced by the multiplicity of languages

Ever been in a foreign country, not knowing their language?

Ever fallen in love with someone and couldn’t use words to express that love in their native 
tongue?

Ever wondered if translations really get the meaning across?

From MarketWatch: Across Systems     to Demonstrate New Language Portal Solution  

From the Korea Times: Book Reviews Loss of Native Languages

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/art/2008/10/142_32111.html
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/across-systems-demonstrate-new-language/story.aspx?guid={C0E3AE5A-20BE-4218-BF71-7E1035186946}&dist=hppr
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/across-systems-demonstrate-new-language/story.aspx?guid={C0E3AE5A-20BE-4218-BF71-7E1035186946}&dist=hppr
http://amzuri.wordpress.com/2008/10/03/path-toward-peace-step-nine/


From the Kansas City Star: Learning a new language: It’s a small world after all

From WikiAnswers: “Scientists have counted approx. 6500 languages, half of which are, 
however, threatened to die off soon, as they are no longer passed on. Not counted in above 
figure are pure sign-languages or computer-languages.”

Also not counted are the multitude of business, political, religious, and neighborhood jargons 
and slangs.

Is a global language necessary?

Would having to learn your native language and a global language be too hard for people?

Again, is translation a guarantee that understanding has occurred?

What are some of the difficulties you’ve  experienced because of different languages?

Have a look at a slide presentation about the difficulties of learning another 
language.

Bottom line: Understanding each other is a major contributor to being at peace with each 
other…

Spiritual Quotes:

“The day is approaching when all the peoples of the world will have adopted one universal 
language and one common script. When this is achieved, to whatsoever city a man may 
journey, it shall be as if he were entering his own home.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 249

“The races of mankind are not isolated as in former days. Now, in order to be in close 
relationship with all countries it is necessary to be able to speak their tongues.

“A universal language would make intercourse possible with every nation. Thus it would be 
needful to know two languages only, the mother tongue and the universal speech. The latter 
would enable a man to communicate with any and every man in the world!”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 155

“A fundamental lack of communication between peoples seriously undermines efforts towards 
world peace. Adopting an international auxiliary language would go far to resolving this 
problem and necessitates the most urgent attention.”
The Universal House of Justice, 1985 Oct, The Promise of World Peace, p. 3

An easy way to find the previous posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.
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Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forums.  

Make It Easy !
Get a Free RSS or Email Subscription

For FREE Subscriptions to our monthly newsletter just send us an email at 
amzolt{at}gmail{dot}com

Possibly related posts: (automatically generated)

• No Peace Without Justice  

October 3, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | confusion, global, language,meaning, native, native 
language, peace, translation, understanding, words, world |10 Comments | Edit

10 Comments »

1. The global language is love. We can always find ways to express it - it is our real native tongue. It will 
be here long after we are gone and long before we return. It is ingrained in our being.   

   Comment by Alexys Fairfield | October 3, 2008 | Edit

2. Alexys,

Thanks for gracing the blog with your loving presence !

   Comment by amzolt | October 3, 2008 | Edit

3. Thank you again for this fine series, Alexander.

On another topic… Last night during our weekly devotional meeting I was accessing material off the web 
for inclusion in our devotions that had art by Baha’is as a focus. I came across one of your poems, which 
I was delighted to share at the gathering.

   Comment by georgewesley | October 3, 2008 | Edit

4. George,

So glad your sharing my work!

Alone, in my humble cave, I wonder if my service is worthwhile…

   Comment by amzolt | October 3, 2008 | Edit

5. Good question,as far this subject ,one looses so much,in lost in translation..
Many a long dispute among divines,may be thus abridged.It is so.It is not so.
Make the most of all that comes,and the least of all that goes.

   Comment by Catherine. | October 4, 2008 | Edit

6. Catherine,

right on !!!

   Comment by amzolt | October 4, 2008 | Edit
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7. I share Alexy’s view about the global language being love. Perceived problems arise when different 
personalities choose different ways to interpret core feelings. Misunderstanding, dillusion and selective 
blindness about love all arise out of fear. Nurture love to dissolve fear.

   Comment by Liara Covert | October 7, 2008 | Edit

8. Liara,

Amen!

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit

9. I think Esperanto deserves more support. It really is a remarkable linguistic tool.

I’ve used Esperanto for many years on my travels. It does not automatically bring about love and peace, 
but it does allow you to discvuss with people why they think as they do.

A good place to start is http://www.esperanto.net

   Comment by Bill Chapman | October 7, 2008 | Edit

10.Bill,

Thanks for that link!

Here are a few quotes from the Baha’i Writings about Esperanto:

“The love and effort put into Esperanto will not be lost,” he answered, “but no one person can construct 
a Universal Language. It must be made by a Council representing all countries, and must contain words 
from different languages. It will be governed by the simplest rules, and there will be no exceptions; 
neither will there be gender, nor extra and silent letters. Everything indicated will have but one name. In 
Arabic there are hundreds of names for the camel! In the schools of each nation the mother tongue will 
be taught, as well as the revised Universal Language.”

(Abdu’l-Baha, Abdu’l-Baha in London, p. 94)

His Excellency ABDUL BAHA, addressed the Paris Esperanto group on February 12, 1913, at a banquet 
which was accorded him at the Hotel Moderne in that city. M. Bourlet, President of the Paris Esperanto 
Society, in introducing Abdul Baha, said that one of the principles of the great world religion which he 
was promulgating, was the establishment of a universal language.

There was a deep silence as Abdul Baha arose. His remarks were punctuated by cheers as he walked up 
and down the banquet hall, stopping to emphasize with frequent gesture. He spoke in Persian, M. 
Hippolyte Dreyfus of Paris interpreting into French. Here and there one noted that the French translation 
was undergoing still further interpretation by Esperantists for the benefit of neighbors who did not 
understand French but knew Esperanto, - the occasion itself offering a noteworthy argument for the 
imminent need of a universal tongue.

(Abdu’l-Baha, Divine Philosophy, p. 141)

Our hope is that among the people the Esperanto language may hereafter have a powerful effect. Thou 
hast now sown the seed. Assuredly it will grow. Its growth dependeth upon God.

(Abdu’l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, p. 308)

Esperanto has been in wide use, more so than any similar language, all over the world, and the Bahá’ís 
have been encouraged by both the Master and the Guardian to learn it and to translate Bahá’í literature 
into it. We cannot be sure it will be the chosen language of the future; but as it is the one which has 
spread most, both East and West, we should certainly continue to co-operate with its members, learn to 
speak it, and translate Bahá’í literature into it. (Shoghi Effendi through his Secretary)

(Compilations, Principles of Bahai Administration, p. 27)

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit
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Path Toward Peace - Step     Ten      
  

Two Wings of Progress: Material Achievements and Spiritual Perfections

Ever wondered why, if we’re such brainy and advanced creatures, we have so many critical 
crises going on?

Ever pondered how spiritual solutions to those crises could resolve even the material factors?

What’s wrong with the quote in the following news item?

From The Moultrie Observer: An Energy Overview: “A U.S. declaration of energy independence to be 
achieved in the next decade can develop the ‘know how’ to reconstitute the basis for our material civilization. 
This would replace the now skeletal wealth-generating engines of the smoke-staked industrial age with means of 
many magnitudes greater productive and wealth-building potential.”

The first thing wrong with that quote is the idea of U.S. energy independence.

When will the leaders get it right? We live in an interdependent world. Anything based on 
nationalistic independence will fail and, in the process, harm others in the Human Family.

The other thing wrong with the quote is the article it’s in: a careful analysis of the “solution” 
to a failed factor in the equation of material civilization. There is no mention of spiritual 
values. The only word even coming close is “ideal” and it indicates a material use of brain-
power directed toward a material solution for a material world…

There is no doubt that we live in a material world.

There is also no doubt that the proponents of strict material solutions for the crises of our 

http://www.moultrieobserver.com/opinion/local_story_256215410.html
http://amzuri.wordpress.com/2008/10/06/path-toward-peace-step-ten/


world have completely failed to resolve those crises and daily add to the confusion and 
suffering of our Family.

Material civilization has contributed many wonderful and positively helpful products and 
processes to our struggle as spiritual entities with material bodies  living on the Earth.

The issue is the continuing and disturbing failure to recognize the spiritual side of the 
equation…

Spiritual Quotes:

“Wert thou to attain to but a dewdrop of the crystal waters of divine knowledge, thou wouldst 
readily realize that true life is not the life of the flesh but the life of the spirit. For the life of 
the flesh is common to both men and animals, whereas the life of the spirit is possessed only 
by the pure in heart who have quaffed from the ocean of faith and partaken of the fruit of 
certitude. This life knoweth no death, and this existence is crowned by immortality. Even as it 
hath been said: ‘He who is a true believer liveth both in this world and in the world to come.’ 
If by ‘life’ be meant this earthly life, it is evident that death must needs overtake it.”
Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 120

“A superficial culture, unsupported by a cultivated morality, is as ‘a confused medley of 
dreams’,[1] and external lustre without inner perfection is ‘like a vapor in the desert which the 
thirsty dreameth to be water’.[2] For results which would win the good pleasure of God and 
secure the peace and well-being of man, could never be fully achieved in a merely external 
civilization….

“Be just: can this nominal civilization, unsupported by a genuine civilization of character, bring 
about the peace and well-being of the people or win the good pleasure of God? Does it not, 
rather, connote the destruction of man’s estate and pull down the pillars of happiness and 
peace?”
[1 Qur'án 12:44; 21:5.]
[2 Qur'án 24:39.]
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Secret of Divine Civilization, pp. 60-62

An easy way to find the previous posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.
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Possibly related posts: (automatically generated)

• “  Hope Springs Eternal…”  

October 6, 2008 - Posted 
by amzolt | Uncategorized | civilization, crises, crisis, God,material, material 
civilization, solution, spiritual, spirituality, suffer, suffering | 16 Comments | Edit

16 Comments »

1. Leaders will do what they perceive is “right” at a given moment. That is not to say this will be 
compatible with your own view of what is desirable. Each human being creates a reality based on 
personal feelings. If you maintain your own expectation and attitude, then your real life situation will 
evolve accordingly. If you feel disappointment, then you are distracted from your expectation. You are 
urged to work through that inner disappointment to the point where you feel some kind of relief, and 
then you change your energy vibration. What you see, highlight and experience relates back to how you 
feel. The evidence emphatically surrounds you. Truth is felt. Stop facing reality and start creating reality.

   Comment by Liara Covert | October 7, 2008 | Edit

2. Liara,

Can you extrapolate a little more about how your thoughts, so well expressed in this comment, relate to 
the two aspects of material achievements and spiritual perfections?

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit

3. So innocent and powerless as we are,as standing in a dictionary how potent for good and evil we 
become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them.Nothing is illegal if one hundred business 
men decide to do it.
Pray there’s immeasurable power in it.

   Comment by Catherine. | October 7, 2008 | Edit

4. Catherine,

Thank you, dear heart!

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit

5. Achievement reflects desire or ambition. You can desire to learn on different levels, to obtain physical 
things, even think you work to attain levels of spiritual enlightenment. What makes sense to a person at 
a given moment can also change in the next moment. You may have different desires and work to 
achieve them simultaneously. You may also attune to energy and forces unseen and go with the flow. 
This does not require struggle. Spiritual perfection exists all the time. It always has. Each human being 
is perfect. Yet, he who nurtures ambition forgets there is no need to “achieve.” As Catherine so astutely 
remarks, legality is subjective. Self-interest and its consequences are also subjective. As you learn to rise 
above what you used to fear, you realize you are safe, secure, loved and nothing harms you unless you 
choose to believe it does.

   Comment by Liara Covert | October 7, 2008 | Edit

6. Liara,

You say, “This does not require struggle.”.

What would *you* say to a person who feels they need to struggle to find the freedom you profess?

What steps can they take to “lose” the feeling of struggle?

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit
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7. [...] education Step Nine: Resolving the impediments induced by the multiplicity of languages Step Ten: 
Two Wings of Progress Step Eleven: The Power of a Moral [...]

Pingback by Path Toward Peace ~Prologue « RAVENSCAWL | October 7, 2008 |Edit

8. Struggle is a choice. Not struggling is also a choice. A person needs to arrive at a level of awareness 
where the nature of choices is better understood. Individual human beings only accept and take 
responsibility for their lives when their consciousness is ready. It is not your job to teach people or force 
ideas on them. If someone creates a need to struggle, then somewhere, deep inside him, he is 
convinced he has lessons to learn from that. He will only shift mindsets and stop struggling when he has 
learned all his soul feels that he must lkearn from that particular experience.

   Comment by Liara Covert | October 7, 2008 | Edit

9. Liara,

” It is not your job to teach people or force ideas on them.”

It is certainly not my job to force ideas on people but it is my job to teach…

“He will only shift mindsets and stop struggling when he has learned all his soul feels that he must learn 
from that particular experience.”

This is why I feel it is my job to teach: to, hopefully, help people learn what their soul has to teach 
them; to help them navigate their experiences in a productive fashion…

   Comment by amzolt | October 7, 2008 | Edit

10.In answer to your questions at the top, obviously that depends on how you define “spiritual.” To most 
people, “spiritual” is almost synonymous with religion. In that sense, my answer would have to be 
“spiritual solutions” are a huge part of the problem. Organized religion has probably been the most 
destructive force in the history of the world and continues to be so. And, certainly, any exclusionary 
belief that pits my God (or lack thereof) against somebody else’s, or gives those with my beliefs a name 
that differentiates us from them, does nothing but create a more divided and hateful world 
(Krishnamurti took this even further, saying that all beliefs are inherently divisive, and I’m not sure he 
wasn’t right).

To be fair, I’ve read enough of this blog to know that what I’ve just described isn’t what you’re talking 
about, nonetheless, I’m a bit dubious about the claim I see again and again among “spiritual types” 
(who include most of my friends and they seem to count me among them) is that the problem is that 
our society has lost the spirituality we had in such wonderful past times as the Middle Ages or the 
Puritan colonies or the corrupt theocracy of the Lamas in Tibet. The trouble with that is that practically 
everybody in America believes in God, while the far more compassionate societies of Northern Europe 
are the most atheistic in the history of the world (I’m not counting the forced, official atheism of 
communist countries). Certainly, it seems strange to say that the U.S. has been trying for “purely 
material solutions”–this is a country in which nobody can seriously so much as consider running for 
president without publically espousing his belief in God, and in which conservative fundamentalists have 
played such large roles in the government over the past thirty years–including in undercutting 
environmentalism, as they believe the Rapture will come before things get really bad…and, in fact, it’s in 
order to make that happen sooner that they seem to see armed conflict in the Middle East as a good 
thing. The George W. Bushes and Osama Bin Ladens of the world certainly see the “spiritual side of the 
equation”–in fact, it’s central to their worldviews, so it seems awfully strange to me that anyone would 
imply that it’s this “side of the equation” that’s being neglected.

Would I like to see a society in which people understand our deep interconnectedness, that we are, 
ultimately, all one? Yes, I would (hence that thing above about spiritual types considering me one of 
them). However, in doing so, I think the last thing we need is to turn to the Koran or Bible or any other 
text with so much blood splashed on its pages, and away from religious belief (which would include 
secular religons like Marxism, as well as atheism, which is based on suppositions every bit as unprovable 
as those of any religion).

Wow, I wasn’t planning on going on such a lengthy rant and hope I haven’t given (too much) offense….
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   Comment by YogaforCynics | October 8, 2008 | Edit

11.~Liara
“He will only shift mindsets and stop struggling when he has learned all his soul feels that he must learn 
from that particular experience.”

Or when his mind and/or spirit is broken….

“It is not your job to teach people or force ideas on them.”

I assure you the the idea of peace cannot be forced, Indeed it is to be planted like a seed and 
cultivated, and one who would seek to share the knowledge of it’s growth is a Teacher…

~kem

   Comment by ravenscawl | October 8, 2008 | Edit

12.YogaforCynics,

No offense taken.

Much insight gained.

I fully understand how the term “spiritual” can induce feelings that rise up in defense against the antics 
and crimes of members of organized religions.

My own Faith says:

“Religion should unite all hearts and cause wars and disputes to vanish from the face of the earth, give 
birth to spirituality, and bring life and light to each heart. If religion becomes a cause of dislike, hatred 
and division, it were better to be without it, and to withdraw from such a religion would be a truly 
religious act. For it is clear that the purpose of a remedy is to cure; but if the remedy should only 
aggravate the complaint it had better be left alone. Any religion which is not a cause of love and unity is 
no religion. All the holy prophets were as doctors to the soul; they gave prescriptions for the healing of 
mankind; thus any remedy that causes disease does not come from the great and supreme Physician.”

Abdu’l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 130

   Comment by amzolt | October 8, 2008 | Edit

13.Speaking of religion.My religion is simple.
My religion is kindness.!
Men build to many walls and not enough bridges.!

   Comment by Catherine. | October 8, 2008 | Edit

14.Supreme wisdom, Catherine!!
Bless you !!!

   Comment by amzolt | October 8, 2008 | Edit

15.To clarify what I said before, “it is not anyone’s job to impose ideas.” Yet, human beings do this, 
consciously or unconsciously based on what they feel is important to them. It is up to each person to 
decide which ideas to adopt. We are all called toward improved life experience. Catherine’s comment 
about ‘the religion of kindness’ makes a powerful point. We are each the creator of our own experience. 
Unless we choose to view our lives through selfless senses or the ‘eyes of Source,’ then we are not 
choosing to be all that we are. To guide all your thought, word and behavior by love or positive feelings, 
opens you to all you are.

   Comment by Liara Covert | October 8, 2008 | Edit

16.Liara,

Again, Amen!!!
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Path Toward Peace - Step     Eleven      
The Power of a Moral Character

This is the most difficult blog post I’ve ever 
written.

It’s the last in a series of eleven posts concerned 
with the Path Toward Peace.

It’s a summation of all the other posts and a clear 
call toward embracing the single factor that will 
assure the other steps in the processare 
capable of being activated and practiced 
productively.

From the Financial Times: Paul Newman And A Lesson 
In Morality

From the Morris County, New Jersey, Daily 
Record: Morality, honesty will help the nation

From The American Enterprise Institute: Does the 
Free Market Corrode Moral Character?

From the Irish Times: Sarkozy calls for capitalism 
with dose of morality

We’ve covered a lot of ground in this series:
Racism, Economic Disparity, Altruism, Nationalism, 

Religious Strife, Equality of Women and Men, Universal Education, a Global Language, and 
the Twin Powers of Civilization: Material Achievements and Spiritual Perfections.

Now, we face the one quality that makes us able to bring all the other issues to a harmonious 
resolution: A Moral  Response to the Crises Stalking Our Human Family.

So, why did I say this is the most difficult blog post I’ve ever written?

* Bringing up the word “Morality” in our ultimately materialized culture can make people fade 
away very quickly; and, I want people to attend to the issues raised in this blog.

* “Morality” is a word that can induce feelings of stricture–loss of “freedom” and a sense that 
one has to abide by someone else’s idea of what’s right and wrong.

* There’s a common attitude floating around that we humans are the top of the evolutionary 
tree (more than likely true) and we have the “right” to do whatever we “think” is best.

* The whole issue of Religion and where our best Guide for appropriate behavior comes from.

* And, most importantly, I’m certainly not the best person to be telling other people what 
they “should” do…

Still, there are attitudes and actions that work better than others  when we attempt to further 
the impending realization of Global Peace. And, they are Moral Attitudes and Actions.
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Here’s a list of virtues from the Virtues Project that are powerful medicine for enabling us 
to take the kind of action necessary to advance the process of attaining Global Peace:

assertiveness forgiveness orderliness
caring friendliness patience

cleanliness generosity peacefulness
commitment gentleness perseverance

compassion helpfulness purposefulness
confidence honesty reliability
consideration honor respect

cooperation humility responsibility
courage idealism self-discipline

courtesy integrity service
creativity joyfulness tact

detachment justice thankfulness
determination kindness tolerance

diligence love trust
enthusiasm loyalty trustworthiness
excellence moderation truthfulness
flexibility modesty understanding

unity

I encourage each of you to check yourselves against this list—take an inventory of your moral 
capability—find out if you have the weapons, at the ready , that will empower you to aid our 
beleaguered Human Family in its Quest toward Peace and Tranquility…

Spiritual Quotes:

“O people of God! Do not busy yourselves in your own concerns; let your thoughts be fixed 
upon that which will rehabilitate the fortunes of mankind and sanctify the hearts and souls of 
men. This can best be achieved through pure and holy deeds, through a virtuous life and a 
goodly behavior.”
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 93

“Within the very breath of such souls as are pure and sanctified far-reaching potentialities are 
hidden. So great are these potentialities that they exercise their influence upon all created 
things.”
Shoghí Effendí Rabbání, quoting Bahá’u’lláh, The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 23

“…the happiness and greatness, the rank and station, the pleasure and peace, of an 
individual have never consisted in his personal wealth, but rather in his excellent character, 
his high resolve, the breadth of his learning, and his ability to solve difficult problems. How 
well has it been said: ‘On my back is a garment which, were it sold for a penny, that penny 
would be worth far more; yet within the garment is a soul which, if you weighed it against all 
the souls in the world, would prove greater and nobler’.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 23

An easy way to find the previous posts in this series 
is to click on the link, “~ Path Toward Peace”, 

http://www.virtuesproject.com/virtues.html


in the upper right corner of this page. 
All the completed posts are there.
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Please leave your thoughts and feelings in the Comments.
Let’s have a conversation !

You can also explore and discuss the ideas of this post at 
Our Evolution  ’s Forums.  
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